University of California 
College of Agriculture 
Agricultural Experiment Station 
Berkeley, California 


POULTRY STATISTICS RELATING TO THE 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES OF CALIFORNIA 


by 
Edwin C. Voorhies 


June, 1934 


Contribution from the 
Giannini Foundation of Agricultural Economics 
Mimeographed Report No. 35 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2014 


https://archive.org/details/poultrystatistic35voor 


POULTRY STATISTICS RELATING TO THE 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES OF CALIFORNIA 
Edwin C. Voorhies\ly 


In response to requests from poultrymen in the southern countics of Cali- 
Lorde | eee atoms of egg statistics were published recently in this series of 
publications ~/Unfortunately similar data on poultry have not been compiled here- 
tofore. In order to draw a more complete picture of the poultry industry and to 
answer numerous requests, this publication has been issued. The sources of the 
tabular material have been given in order that poultrymen and others interested 
can add to the data given. 


Considerable confusion exists among poultrymen and others on the class- 
ification end grading of poultry. Grades and standards have been adopted for 
dressed poultry only tentatively in certain sections of the country. As a result 
of (these and Other darivoulcnes the classification in the past has now been una- 
form. Except where specifically noted prices. compiled in the various tables are 
for) dave, poultry: 


In tables 1 to 11 average monthly wholesale prices of certain classes of 
poultry at Los angeles are listed. Hach monthly quotation is the arithmetical 
average of four or five prices published by the agricultural press. The prices 
listed represent those paid by Los Angeles dealers to producers for poultry f.o.b. 
Los Angeles. ; 


The poultry prices published by the United States Department of Agriculture 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics have also been compiled and are listed in table 
16. Owing to the brief period during which the latter have been published and 
the lengthier period during which agricultural press data have been apvearing, 
both sets of data have been made available. 


Prices are listed in table 1 for two sizes of Leghorn broilers, light and 
heavy. The classifications on which the prices have been based are as follows: 
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(numbers indicate 
pounds per broiler) 
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classification 
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Date on which Classiricacion, 
classification (numbers indicate 
is listed pounds per broiler) 





200 
1200 +) lags 
1500 = 2.00 
1,00) =O 2.50 Leo0) 
Up to 2200 
1.50 =' 2.00 
1.00 = 200 
Broilers 
100! = 200 
1.50 
Broilers 
Light broilers Heavy broilers 
POO! =) seo LeoO) = 2500 
Lao, = 50 POO) 2.00 
DOO = deeO 
100 = 1.50 TOO = 200 
1.00 j=), 150 IE SO) ae alles 7s 
IE OKO dr 10) ieaO ix) Z2s00 
1 OONe Le 75 
AOO) =), 1 50 Loo! ie 2600 
Broilers 
1200! = 1550 Me 50 Us le 15 
Broilers 
LOO er I soO 150 St devo 
1.50 Veto 
1.50 ho) 2 OO 
1.50 Leo 
Light broilers Heavy broilers 


1.25 









The dividing line between the two classes of broilers has changed at different 
times. In table 1, broilers below 1.5 pounds have been considered arbitrarily 
as light weight, those above, as heavy weight. During periods when one class= 
Iflcawion Only has Been elven, the price quoted has been used for both light and 
heavy broilers. 


Both sizes show seasonally low prices during May, June and July. During 


these months production is high and an into-storage movement takes place (table 21). 


TaBLE t 
Average Wholesale Prices of Broilers, Los Angeles 1920-1954 


(Cents per pound) 


1920 | $4.5 | 57.5 : 
LO ZU W SO eo Oe wal . . 23 127.4 | 34.8 | 358.3 
1922 POZat i owe i oo 





(Table continued on next page) 





Table 1 continued 
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1926} 2825. 1 58.5 ) 255 | 25.8 2205 Wee a4 
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2628 50,0 1 SS08 |) S20 26.5 24.0 N 2805 
1939 127.0 27.0 | 27.0 18.0 19 2 2748 
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* Unweighted average. 
Soumec On daca: Mverage of Prices published woekly in agricultural press. 
Kuyem Prices Ore) listed an Gaple 2. Prom January, i920 until Mey, 1927 


aq price On only one class of fryer was reported, although excepeions occurred). 
The classifications on which the prices in table 2 have been based are as follows: 





















Date on which 
classification 
is listed 


CVassification 
(numbers indicate 
pounds per fryer 
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Jamie Ge LIZ Fryers, 2600 = 3.00 


Mey 28, 1323 Fryers 

Mer. Sil, Loo PGVers, aco) = O00 

May) tg) Zi Leghorns, 2-25 up Colored 
Mey (26.5 \la2 5 leghorns, 2.29 Colored 
June) SO. 1925 Fryers 


14, 1925 Eryers, 2.25 






(Continued on next page) 
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Date on which |]. Classification 











classification]. (numbers indicate 
is listed pounds per fryer) 
nu Npyers, 2626 Colored 
' White Colored 
Fryers 
eghorn Colored 
Fryers 
Leghorn Colored 
Leghorn, 2.00 = 3.00 Colored, 2.00 = 3.00 
Leghorn, 2.00 - 3.00 Colored 
Leghorn Colored, 2.00 = 3.00 
Leghorn Colored, 4.00 
Colored 
Leghorn Colored 
Leghorn, 2.00 Colored, 2.00 = 3.00 
Leghorn Colored, 2.00 -.8.00 
Leghorn Colored 
1933 | Leghorn, Barred Rocks Colored, except 


Barred Rocks* 
* The price for this classification was used in table 2. 

Colored fryers have averaged between five and six cents per pound higher 
than Leghorn fryers during the past few years. Normally the last six months of 
the year are those of low fryer prices. During these months fryers are moving 
into storage (tables 20 and 21). 

TABLE 2 
Wholesale Prices of Fryers, Los angeles, 1920-1934 


(Cents per pound) 


ear [tons [Feb. [Wer [ior [tay [sore] 
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36 
55 
45 
39 
8. 
50 
42 
55 





(Table continued on next page) 





Table 2 continued. 
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* Unweighted average. 
Scurce of data: Average of prices published weekly in agricultural press. 


Hen prices ere listed im table 3. The classifications piven and the changes 
recorded are as follows: 


Date on which Classification 
classification (Unless specifically mentioned, the 
as first listed numbers refer to pounds per hen) 


Hens. 

Hens, light. Hens. heavy. 

Hens, Laehe. Colored . 

Heme, light. Hens, neawy- 

Hems, light. Hens, heavy. Colored. 

Hens, light. Hens, heavy. 

Light hens. Heavy hens. Colored hens. 

Leghorns: Under 3 years; 3 - 4 years; 4-7 
years. Heavy colored. 

Leghorns; Under 6 and 4 years; 4 - 7 years. 
Heavy colored. 

bephounis: 5 = 4 wears; & = 7 years. Heavy 
colored. 

Leghorns: 4 years and under; 4 - 7 years. 
Heavy colored. 

leghormss,) Under S3..5 and.up. (Heavy collored: 

Leghorms: Under 65 6 add up. Collored. 





(Continued on next page) 
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Date on which Classification 
classification (Unless specifically mentioned, the 
is first listed numbers refer to pounds per hen) 





July 14, 1925 Leghorns: Light; heavy. Colored. 

hue. 4, 1925 Leghorns: Lights; over 3. Colored. 

gee Mh! ROS Leghorns: Under 5; over 5. Colored. 

Aug. 28) 2929 Leghorns: Light; heavy. Colored. 

Sept. (2,5) azo Leghorns: Light; over 5; 4 and over. 

Sept. 8, 1925 Leghorns: Light; heavy. Colored. 

Jume,.)l,) LAG Leghorns: Light; medium; heavy. Colored. 

Judy 1) Load Leghorns: Under $3 3 = 3.75; 3.75 - 4.00. 
Colored 4 and over. 

Jame soa) VSIA a al Leghorns: Diei2 = Oval Ds) (OisOO) = OB sthiie)) Oia Uo je 
4,00. Colored. 

June 19, 1928 Leghorns: Light; medium; heavy. Colored. 

AUR 20.) LAS Leghorns: Seens Oven = 4.005) 4200. 

Velden) Op Loze Leghorns: Under 3.50; 3.50 - 4.00; over 4.00. 
Colored: $3.50 down; $.75 = 4.00; 4.00 and 
up. 

Jamia (lS, L929 Leghorns: Under 3.50; 3.50 = 4.00; over 4.00. 
Colored. 

Mame (22. 1g2Z9 Leghorns: Light; medium; heavy. Colored. 

Oct es +» 8, 1929 Leghorns: Under 3.50; 3.50 - 4.00; over 4.00. 
Colored: Under 3.50; 4.00 up. 

Nowe Zo, L229 Leghorns: Light; medium; heavy. Colored. 

Nowe hog Soi Leghorns: Light; medium; heavy. Colored: 


Light; heavy. 





July is usually the month for ‘lowest prices for. Leghorn hens. August and 
June are normally low also. Prices are usually highest during the first four 
months of the year. 

Seasonal variation in the price of colored hens is not so pronounced as in 
the case of Leghorns. In general prices are lower during the last seven months of 
the year than they ere during the four months beginning with January. 

TABLE 3 
Wholesale Prices of Hens at. Los Angeles, 1920-1964 


(Cents per pound) 





Jig9.3 [20.9] 21.5| += 
21.0 122.0) 18,2) 2151 


(Table continued on next page) 
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Table 3 continued. 





ad 27.0 
30.0 -- 


1923 ries al 
1924 | 27.8 | 27.6 






















1925 19 36 
1926 18.4 
gat 12.0 
1928 13.0 
Wie? 29.5 
1930 14.2 
Nona 11.0 
1932 10.3 
1933 10.8 


1934 


24.0 
20.8 
20.0 
18.0 
26 2d 
18.6 
136 
12.3 
10.8 





&. Heavy hens 


4. Light Leghorn hens 


6. Heavy Leghorn 
















CA) 
28.0 






14.38 
17.4 
12.0 | 
16.0 
15.5 | 18.0 
14.0 
13.7 
10.6 
10.2 
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(Table continued on next page) 
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Table 3 continued. 


9. Colored hens, heavy 





18.0 | 18.0 
15.0 | 15.0 





*Unweighted average. 


Source of data: Average of prices published in agricultural press. 


On account of numerous requests prices on soft-bone roasters, soft bone 
roosters over 3 pounds in weight, capons and old roosters have been compiled and 
listed in tebtes 4,5, 6, and 7 respectively. 


TABLE 4 


Wholesale Prices of Roasters (soft-bone) 
at Los Angeles, 1950-1954 


(Cents per pound) 


1. Roasters 





27.0 26 .O 26.0 ive 
21.2] 26.4 
UGS, I) Lote 


$4.0 
21s 





2. Roasters, soft—-bone Barred Rocks 


ISS Sm ee een sen 20 0 Zao) AO) eo RAG) 16.4 IBIAS Ips SOO) 15.0 aah 
1934 116.0 {18.5 | 24.3 { 25.0 | 24.0 


5. Roasters, colored except Barred Rocks 


1933 BE Ss oo eos Wasds i550 (iG 0 | ises 114.5 | iaco Visco 
1934 114.8 118.5 124.3 | 25.0 | 24.0 | 


* Unweighted average. 


Source of data: Average of prices published in agricultural press. 
TABLE 5 


Wholesale Prices of Roosters (soft bone 3 pounds and up) 
at, Los Angeles, 1920-1922, 1927-1930 


(Cents pcr pound) 


Fob. [Mar. [apr [Way [dune [July | mug. [Sept] 


1920 | 35.0 |35.0 {35.0 | $3.0 | 33.0 58.0 438.0 
50.2 |30.8 
50.8 |28.5 


1921 155.60 455.0 1240.0 | 40.0 4% 54.0 
(Table continued on next page) 


















50.8 {55.0 {38.0 | 38.0 } 38.0 








Table 5 continued. 





* Unweighted average. 
Source of data: Average of prices published in agricultural press. 
TABLE 6 
Wholesale Prices of Capons at Los Angeles, 1930-1934 


(Cents per pound) 





* Unweighted average. 
Source ot davacs Average of prices published in agricultural press. 


TABLE 7 


Wholesale Prices of Old Roosters at Los Angeles 


(Cents per pound) 





* Unweighted average. 


Source Ol datas Average of prices published in agricultural press. 


Live turkey prices are listed in table 8. The first classification was 
Nourkevs.” On November 1, 1927 thas was divided into “hens” and toms." The 
latter classification was again divided on December 20, 1921 into "young" and 
"old toms." On September 5, 1935 the hen classification was divided into "hens 
over 9 pounds" and "old hens" while "young toms" were divided into those from 13 
to 18 pounds and 18 pounds and over. 


Theme as Jauulle evidences of a pronounced seasonal pre variation in any 
of the elassifications for which See are available. 


adh spies tsebteresintoal ies n a 


Pet tt ed uate 


i fy OPA, ri 





HO}. 
TABLE 8 


Wholesale Prices of Turkeys at Los Angeles, 1920-1954 


Jaa dh Bebe te Maire. 


19201 40.0] 40.5% 40.5 
1921] 42.3] 45.5} 52.5 





1933 | -- | -- | -- 
1934 | 15.0 | 15.0 | 15.0 
1933} -- | -- | -- 
1954) 1520 | 15.0 11540 


rence 
1929 } 202 } 3068 | 2760 
} 1924 24.0 | 24.0 
1925 | 28.0 | 28.0 | 28.4 
1926 | 40.5 | 43.5 | 40.8 
11927 | 42.0 | 37.0 | 37.6 
| 1928 | 40.0 | 35.5 133.0 






1931 | 30.0 | 30.0 | 50.1 
1952 | 2 20.0 {20.0 
1933 18.0 | 14.0 


TSG) a ee ee ee) ee 19.8 118.0 | 15.5 | 15.0 
11054 0556 116.0 | NesO WIG LO |.16.0 


Belo sono 140.0" 


Apr. 


le 20 ca 


12.0 


40.0 
270 
2420 
30.8 
40.0 
40.0 
529 
28.0 
50.0 
20.0 
15.0 







é : | 426 : 43.2] 42. 
52.0 | 4 44. ES : 


(Cents per pound) 


May June Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 


1. Turkeys 


a 












5. Hens, over 9 pounds 


4. Hens, old 


12.0 


ng toms 
40.0} 40.0 | 40.0 | 38.6 
3200 | 32.0 | 35.0 | 37-2 
28.0 | 32.0 | 28.0 | 27.0 
oie 40.0] 39.5 | 35.3 
[40.0 | 42.4 | 43.0 | 41.5 
40.0 | 40.0 | 40.0 | 40.0 
54.0 | 34.0 | 54.0 | 54.0 
oe reir ce 28.0 
Zoe T2850 | 2oe0 | Zoso 
30.0 | $0.0 | 31.2 | 27.5 
18.8 | 20.0 | 20.0 |} 13.5 
LEO PLT 2 oe = 





6. Young’ toms, IS) '= 18 pounds 


(Table continued on next page) 
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Table 8 continued. 


7. Young toms, over 18 pounds 


1933 ae = ae aI =“ 22cOU 2.0 f Lo—5 i LO.0 
MSA V5.6 Liao USsO i t8s0 b 18.0 








Nov. | Dece | Ave* 





8. Old toms 
LON | MO AS) 
200 250 
2060 HW 20.60) 
Odie MoO me 


54.0 | 34.0 
54.0 | 54.0 
28.0 | 23.0 


m 25150 | 
2920 | 25.0 
2520 | 25.0 
16.0 | 16.0 
14.0 | 14.0 





*Unweighted average. 


Source of data: Average of prices published in agricultural press. 


Dressed turkey prices were quoted regularly for over three years and tnese 
are listed in table 9. 


TABLE 9 
Whelesale Prices of Dressed Turkeys, Los Angeles, 1928-1933 


(Cents per pound) 


1. Hens 





* Unweighted average. 


weekly 
Source of data: Average of prices oublished/in agricultural press. 
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Duck prices are listed in table 19. The various classifications have been 
separated so that price comparisons may be made. Prices are apparently lower for 
ducks in the summer than during otner seasons. 


Prices of geese at Los Angeles are listed in table 11. During the first 
years listed there was a tendency for higher prices to prevail during the winter 
months. This has not been evident during the last years listed. 


TABLE 10 


Wholesale Prices of Ducks at Los Angeles, 1920-19354 


(Cents per pound) 


AV e * 


Year | Jan. Mer. 


HIZO 4 S460 0 SLO} S260) | Shi0 
1921] 27.5] 35.0 | 30.0 | 30.0 





21.5 24.5 | 20.6 
25.0 | 25.0 | 26.8 

1 27.5 bres | 2269 
2040) 122.5 | 21.2 | 2040 
25.0 


do 19 0 
POW eH 
Ge: "6: -@- <6: 
ONrun 


; (0 DO 





1931 | tea0 | 16.0 16.0 | 16. 0 
1932 16. Ow Uo), 16. 0 16. 0 


- Young Pekin duckst 





* Unweighted average. 


aon March 28, 1935 classification was changed to read "young Pekin ducks, 
5 pounds and up.” 


source of data: Average Of prices published in agricultural press. 


as 


= 


| 





aleve 
TABLE Bd 


Wholesale Prices of Geese at Los ingeles, 1920-19354 


(Cents per pound) 


2060 | 25.0 | 25.0 
2060, | 25.9 | 25.0 
2009 | 20-0 | 20.0 
25-0 | 25.0 | 25.0 
15.0 4 15.0 | 15.0 
15.0 | = -- 

15.0 715.0 115.0 | 
WoreO Wy Loc Wh em 

ce 15.0 | 15.0 
20-0 | 15.3 | 12.0 
1230 | 1220 1 12.0 
AES OS nz OR) akZAS) 
WARsO de AA eo 2. © 








* Unweighted average. 


Source of data: Average Of prices published in agricultural press. 


Large numbers of rabbits are marketed in Los Angeles and vicinity and prices 
are lisced am table 12. 


While the seasonal variation in rabbit prices is not so pronounced as in the 
case Of some chicken prices, they are distinctly lower in June, July and August. 
Higher prices have usually prevailed in November, December and January. 

TABLE 12 
Wholesale Prices of Rabbits at Los ingeles, 1924-19384 


(Cents per pound) 


Year | Jan. |Feb. May | June JJuly |sug. | Sept. |Oct. Nov. | Dec. | Ave* 


1. Young rabbits 











W4SO) NAO 
13.6 |12.3 
TVG a 4 
12.0 {13.0 


(Table continued on next page) 





! 14. 
Table 12 continued. 


Year | Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | Apr. | May | June | July [aug. | Sept. Oct. | Nov. | Dec. | Av.* 


2- White 






















18.0 | 15.8 | 14.07 14.8 115.5 
16.8 {17.0 | 15.6} 14.9 }14.3- 
15.0 | 15.0 | 15.3] 15.0 [13.0 
DO Dee Ory) ie 70 70 
ae Sion Wl Oedie \OmOl a fieO 


20.0 | 19.6 | == 

DSc MS SS ah LU hee 
USO Lr sO HGiiS 
NS iO) Wi We) e3' Wy Aare ds 


Gio 8.9 bah 


3. Mixed colors 


IES ON NTS =< 
16.5 | 16.90 | 16.2 
15.0 | 15.0 [1423 
10.97} TORO Ties, 


ae aa aw ‘exw => = 


116.0 113.8 J} 12.0] 12.8 [13.5 
26 PF Lo6O PLS [6 Uae) 2.0 







VCO Md eG 
16.0 | 16.0 
ESO) al (Olors) 





5. Rabbits under 5 pounds 


B50 | 9.5 
S20. Cea 
SNOW ass 
20) | 880.4 
Or al. 8.0 
B60. 1.968 
SOW aa 


4 
a 
4 
$ 





* Unweighted average. 


Source of data: Average of prices published in agricultural press. 


Producers" prices for chickens in the United States and in California are 
listed in table 13. These represent all grades and classes of chickens and are 
useful in showing trends of prices. They are the averages of prices received on 
one day (the fifteenth) of each month by farmers in all sections of the state. 


California producers! prices for turkeys January, October, November 2nd 
December are listed in table 14. 
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15. 
TABLE 13 


Monthly Farm Prices of Chickens, United States and California, 1910-1934 


(Cents per pound) 


Fob.| Mar. Sak July Nov.|Dec. | Weighted* 
average 


United States 
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(Table continued on next page) 





‘ 
; 
ia 
’ 1 
nee 
aase 
aos 
: 

: 
Festa 




















sytem we 








5 a eo 
> 
‘ , : 
- , . , - - : . - . > S 
Sena 25 ects fee ee ee wee ae eeete Coes 
< ° 6 < . . oa . * . > » « * . * 
tale at Deca so weet - . eet ears : oe 
° SG - oC . « . e ~ - . . . - ~ ‘ 
© x . Pane = = 
Caer & te Pee eaty) dade tamu eco age ote Le oN reek Cee oe ere 
* : . . - 5 - s . v 
~ . x : , 


~ 





msi! 
Table 13 continued. 


Jan. e ° A ° ° ° Weighted* 
average 


e) 
3 
00 
se} 
2 
9 
0 
QO 


26 
20 
27 
26 
Zo 
17 
15 
13 





* Weighted averages based upon weights calculated from per cent of receipts 
in months as follows: 


United States: Janudry,4 per cent; February, 5 per cent; March,6 per cent; 
April,4 per cents May,5 per cent; June, 6 per cent; July,8 per cent; August, 17 
per cent; September,24 per cent; October,10 per cent;. November,6 per cent; and 
December ,5 per cent. 


California; January,7 per cent; February.6 per cent; March,5 per cent; 
April,7 por cent; May,.,l1l per cent; June,17 per cent; July,13 per cent; August, 
8 per cent; September,6 per cent; October,7 per cents November,7 per cent; and 
December ,6 per cent. 


Sources of data: 


United States - United States Department of Agriculture. Monthly 
farm prices of chickens, 1910-1934. Crops and Markets 1l: 45. 964. Current 
data are published in Crops and Markets. 


California - 1910-1925. United States Department of Agriculture, Bur. 
Agr. Econ. Prices of farm products received by producers. 4 Mountain and Pacific 
States. U. S. Dept. Agr. Stat. Bul. 17: 147. 1927. Subsequent and current data 
are published in Crops and Markets. i 


TABLE 14 


Farm Prices of Turkeys, United States, 1909-1934 
and California, 1912=1994 


(Cents per — 
United States California 


Gee. Walitoe. We joe = 15 Gad le 









202d 18.8 
21.0 2009 
19.0 20.5 
ILS) 20.38 
22 0 24.0 


(Table continued on next page) 
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Table 14 continued. Le 









United States | California 






Zoe0 Neo, 2769 27-1 
27 O 2720 320 55-9 
ol.l 52.0 56.0 40.0 
35-1 53.0 44 .0 40.0 
52-9 30.7 56 00 50.0 
3205 PASAT 36 20 Onli 1 
24.5 2001 53 0 24.7 
2908 26 02 28.9 350 
31.1 $1.7 59.9 43.4 
52 8 51.6 41.0 
5265 298 35 0 
30.5 282 31.0 
29 0d 25 of 29.0 
19.9 21.6 28.0 
19.4 18.0 23 .O 
10.9 10.2 13.0 

15.0 


Mae 11.6 


-- Indicates no report. 
Sources of data: 


United States: U. S. Dept. Agr. Monthly farm prices of turkeys 1909- 
1934. Crops and Markets ll: 46. 1934. Current data are published in Crops and 
Markets. i 

Caliafomia:; ilglO=1925. U: Ss. Dept. Agr. Bur. Agr. Econ. Prices of 
farm products received by producers. 4 Mountain and Pacific States. U. S. Dept. 
Agr. Stat. Bul. 17: 147. 1927. Subsequent and current data are published in 
Crops and Markets. 


Average relative retail prices of hens in Los Angeles, San Francisco and 
in the entire United States are given in table 15. 


TABLE 15 


Average Retail Prices of Hens in (1) Los Angeles 
(2) San Francisco and (3) United States, 1913-1933 


(Cents per pound) 


Relative prices 1913 = 100 
San United San United 


Francisce States Francisco States 





(Table continued on next page) 
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Table 15 continued. 








Relative prices 1yl6 = [00 
Los San United OSs San United ~ 
Year Angeles Francisco States Angeles Francisco States 

















48.7 174 201 
50.4 184 208 
46 02 168 191 
40.5 155 167 
40.4 149 167 
41.0 151 169 
42-1 158 174 
44.7 167 185 
45.5 161 “7g 
45 03 165 ILS) 
44 23 173 183 
40.8 155 169 
5502 132 145 
28.9 108 118 






25 06 oF, 106 





Sources of data: 


19tS=1926 U. S- Dept. Labor. Retail prices. Bur. Labor Stat. Buds. 
270, 300, 315, 354, 596, 445. Current data on mimeographed reports, Retail 
Prices of Food, issued by U. S- Dept. Labor. 


Since 1932 The Bureau of Agricultural Economics of the United States De- 
partment of Agriculture has been publishing daily paying prices for various 
classes of poultry on the Los Angeles market. These are listed on table 16 and 
differ slightly from those listed in the previous tables. On account of the 
desirability of giving as complete a picture as possible, both sets of data have 
been compiled. 


TABLE 16 


Average Paying Prices for Various Classes of Poultry 
at Los Angeles, 1931-1934 


(Cents per pound) 


1. Small Leghorn Broilers f 





PRS AM 22 18.5 = 
D7 6) | LS 56 | Te .2 
Lie9 | 12.4 | 15.5 


11.9 [14.0] 18.6 [21.9 
10.6 14.0 14,0 aL) 0 







(Table continued on next page) 
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19. 
Table 16 continued. 


Jan.| Feb. Apr. May | June AUG. | Sept .] Oct. Nov. | Dec. AV .* 


3» Leghorn Fryers 





2aee 
16.9 


(Table continued on next page) 
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Table 16 continued. 


ll. Colored Roosters 


14.6 | 16.5} 16.5 
Vek LZ ca Ue eS! 4 
12.0] 12.0} 12.8 | 11.4 


1954 | 24.5 | 24.5 {24.5 | 23.7 {21.0 


14. Domestic Rabbits - under 5 pounds 





* Unweighted average. 


a On March 28, 1934, prices on three classes of Leghorn broilers have been 
given. Up to and including May $1, 1934 the prices on the two heavier classifica- 
tions have been identical. 


* colored fryers were divided into two classes -- 2.5 - 3.0 pounds and over 
5-0 pounds on March 1, 1934. During March, 1934 and April, 1934 prices were 
identical. In May, 1934 average prices were 21.6 and 22.1 cents respectively for 
the light and heavy colored broilers. 


Source of data: 


Computations by author based upon the daily quotations of poultry as pub- 
lished in Daily Dairy and Poultry Market Reports issued by the Los Angeles office 
of the Ue (S- Bure Aer. Reon. 


Total holdings of frozen poultry at Los Angeles (table 17) do not show a 
well-marked seasonal variation. Holdings are usually at a high voint during the 
winter months. The low point has varied considerably so that a generalized state- 
ment would be misleading. Since 1929 the amounts of frozen poultry held in cold 
storage at Los Angeles have been large. Data for San Diego are to be found in 
Gable 1). 
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TABLE 17 


Cold Storage Holdings of Dressed Poultry at 
Los Angeles, 1924-1934* 


(Thousand pounds, i.e. 000 omitted) 


-- -- 664] 492] 427 
L202 1, 222 1,1084 957] 735] 588 

623) ess 602 445 216) 270 
Us S4A5 SoS ih LOM, OOF 1 Sblh Soa 

Sq) (9u7) S47 799 wide 696 
Arti), 222 Ls 500 11,246 ]1,091] 785 
rte 750 |2, 006 11,946 |2,013 |1,779 |1, 733 
ib sor livsir fi 2214 959] 684] 679 
We OT Wt B40 2 oo 14d ee (tl, S56) 72 | ,Os0 

925 11,308 11, 5h 227 i Lad la OR IM, 12811 106 11,004 11,022)2,062 
A 11,983 2. 242 ee 7,560 41,078 


sreceaemee: 











* Data for day nearest the first of each month. 


Source of data: U.S. D. A., Bur. Agr. Econ. Daily Dairy and Poultry Market 
Reports, Los Angeles Office, Bur. gr. Econ. 


TABLE 18 


Cold Storage Holdings of Dressed Poultry at San Diego 
1924-1934* 


(Thousand pounds, i.e. 000 omitted) 





* Data for day nearest the first of each month. 


Source of data: U.S. D. A. Bur. Agr. Econ. Daily Dairy and Poultry Market 
Reports, Los Angeles Office, Bur. Agr. Econ. 


Total cold storage holdings of frozen poultry in the United States are 
shown in table 19. Seasonal variation is fairly regular, a high point usually 
being reached after the Christmas holidays. The low point usually occurs in the 
three months beginning in July. 
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In table 20 cold storage holdings of the various types of frozen voultry 
are listed for the United States. Similar data for the Pacific section of the 
country are to be found in table 2l. 


Broilers in the country as a whole are in largest supply in the coolers 
around the first of December. A fairly regular decline sets in until a low point 
ms peached abous July 1. The rise to the) high point is ‘then rather regular. In 
the Pacific section the low point comes earlier, usually in May. This is appar- 
ently of regular occurrence. Broilers then go into storage until about September 
HarSiti. 


Fryers in storage reach a maximum during the winter months of December, 
January and February, while low numbers are found about September 1 or October l. 
In the Pacific section fryers do not constitute a large part of the frozen poultry 
storage supply and storage movements are not very regular. The high points are 
apparently the same as those mentioned above, while the lows have varied, usually 
coming about May 1 in the past. 


The storage movement of roasters is very regular in the country as a whole. 
Large storage supplies are found about January or February first. For six or 
seven months roasters are removed from storage, a low point being reached usually 
about September first. In the Pacific section a similar movement usually occurs, 
although the peak in holdings in the past nine years has occurred somewhat ear- 
inier and\)the low pointia dittle Jeter. 


The seasonal storage movement of frozen fowl is not so regular as that of 
GOdsters wm cather the, country im ats entirety Or in the Pacifie section. Im the 
nation larger supplies are on hand during the winter months -- December, January 
and Pebruary. |) The Lew pointe in suipplics has, occurred from Jume to October =- the 
latter month being that of lowest holdings most frequently. im che Pacsive sec= 
tion the high points are similar. The period for low supplies is anything but 
regular, being scattered from June 1 to November 1 during the past ten years. 


The storage movement in turkeys is very regular. A peak in the nation's 
holdings occurs in February or March, while the low point almost invariably occurs 
im Newvember.) in the Paciiae section the high point in the past ten years has oc= 
eurred on March first, whide the low point in all but one of the past ten years 
has been on November first. The latter exception was in 1930 when the low point 
was on December first. 


Miscellaneous frozen poultry, which constitutes a not inconsiderable part 
of the total supplies of frozen poultry, usually shows large holdings during the 
winter months, while the smaller frozen supolies have been available in the past 
from June to September. /. similar movement has been evident in the Pacific sec- 
tion except that the smaller supplies have been on hand at an ecarlier date -- 
pm Tors iGo Juhy  farsit. 


On account of the paucity of data on frozen holdings of ducks generaliza- 
tions cannot be made. 


fy 


Uys 
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TABLE 19 


Cold Storage Holdings of Frozen Poultry, United States 
1925-1934 


(Million pounds, i.e. 000,000 omitted) 





Source of data: Totals of various classifications in table 20. 
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TABLE 20 


c4 


Cold Storage Holdings of Frozen Poultry, United States, 1925-1934 


(Thousand pounds, i.e. 000 omitted) 


1. Broilers 































21,780 18,588 | 15,611 
1926 | 15,851 11,665 8,956 
1927 | 21,578 18,186 |! 15,009 
1928 | 15,570 11,818 9,088 
1929 | 17,334 Ve OUT 9,838 
1930 | 23,792 19,482 | 15,631 
1931 | 14,586 11,532 8,872 
1932 | 15,464 12,640 | 10,282 
1933 | 11,269 8,445 6,892 
1934 | 15,118 10 ,552 7,502 
1025 | =- 
1926 | 6,789 
dove | 9 71y 
1928} 8,723 


1929 | 10,095 
1930 | 11,507 
1921 | 9,971 
1os52 1. 9,213 
1933 | 14,122 
1934 | 13,095 


Cy 





1925 | 43,371 
1926 | 38,061 
1927 | 42,763 


44,350 
33,426 
37,832 


1928 | 33,709 31,101 
1929 | 33,837 28 ,908 
1930 | 38,677 37 424 


1931] 31,275 21 O27 


= (Table continued on next page) 
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we Table 20 continued. 






3. Roasters (continued) 











28,084 
29 834 
32,477 


11,082 6,6le | 4,174 4) 3.202 5,556 | 14,328 
9,620 | 7,962 6,199 | 4,882 5,682 | 10,845 








a. Fowls 








21,283 21,433 










16,265 | 16,564 
20 B52 | 20; 137 
19,791 | 19,101 
13,752 | 10,965 
18,226 | 17,649 
18,542 | 18,402 
13,256 | 11,041 
13,132 | 11,490 
18,417 | 16,108 





1925 15,744 15,450 


1926 6,782 6,180 
| 1927 | 10,820 11 ,020 
1928 9,352 11,402 
1929 | 10,466 11,547 
1930 | 9,823 13,000 
1931 4,566 6,351 
1932 | 10,320 11 ,423 
1933 | 14,586 12,765 
1934 | 15,745 14,354 


6. Miscellaneous 





24,399 
30,399 


16 ,500 
11,566 


1925 | 31,812 
1926 | 27,711 


1927 | 39,287 15,766 25,308 
1928 | 30,345 10,621 19,373 
1929 | 24,200 11,693 34,217 


16,449 


22,955 





1930 | 38,698 


(Table continued on next page) 
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© Table 20 continued. 


x Figures on miscellaneous poultry prior to July l, 


22,933 
30,211 
14,342 
17,911 


19,493 
25,778 
11,300 
15,390 


6. Miscellaneous (continued) 


3 
13,753 
6.165 
8,359 
) 7. Ducks* 


25100 
10,212 
11,963 





4,049 | 4,828 
3,452 | 4,675 


in that ducks were included in these figures during the earlier period. 


Sources of data: 


1925=1930> U.S. D. A. Crops 


1931-1933: U. Ss. D. A. Crons 


1934: 


and Markets. supp., February issues, 


and Markets reguler February i 


U. S&S. D. A. Crops and Markets. Monthly issues. 


ssues. 


Annual summery by months. 


Annual summary by months. 


1932 are not comparable with data issued since that date, 


1925-1930. 
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TABLE 21 


Cold Storage Holdings of Frozen Poultry, 
Pacific Section of United States 


(Thousand pounds, i.e. 000 omitted) 


[Year | Jan.1]/Feb.1|Mar.1]Apr.1 May 1 [June a July 1] aug.1|Sept.1 


1. Broilers 


1,154 
WOLDS 

955 
1,547 
1,549 
1,684 
15009 

867 





1,519}1,284/1,067 


3. Roasters 


S46} 256 





164 104 
206 220 
139 92 
246 79 
292 Zou 
145 162 
oi 143 
289 |» 304 
263 
4. Fowls 


Heo) |} 1, VSG 
1926 564 
120 865 
1928 860 
AIS 4:25 
TgaO i) | gos 
y igew 861 
1952 ole 
19335 4.92 
1954 890 



















1,046 
1,327 

845 
1,789 
22a 
D202 
1, 738 

443 
uy lesa 


(Table continued on next page) 
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Table 21 continued. Ais 


Jan. 1] Fob. 1|Mar.1[Apr.i]iay 1|Juno 1[duly 1] Aug-1 [Sopt.1[O0b.1]Nov.1|Doo.1 


5. Turkeys 





- Ducks* 


* Figures on miscellaneous poultry prior to July 1, 1932 are not comparable 
with data issued since that date, in that ducks were included in these figures 
during the earlier period. 


Sources of data: 
1925-1931: U.S. Dept. Agr. Crops and Markets. supp., 1925-1931. 


1932-1954: U.S. Dept. Agr. Crops and Markets. Monthly issues. 
1932-1934. 


Cars of live poultry shipped to Los Angeles from outside of California have 
varied materially during the past few years (table 22). Ordinarily the five months 
starting with September are the months of heaviest shipment. Unfortunately the 
receipts are not segregated between the various classes of poultry. Nebraska, 
Missouri, Kansas, Colorado and Texas have furnished the bulk of the out-of-state 
shipments in the past. 





29. 
TABLE 22 


Cars of Live Poultry Shipped into Los Angeles 


1925-1930, 1935 





Sources of data: 
1925-1930: Calif. State Dept. Agr. Sacramento, Calif. 


1933; George K. York, Agent, U. S. Dept. Agr., Supervisor, 
Market Information Service, Sacramento, Calif. 


Dressed poultry receipts at Los Angeles are shown in table 25. Western 
states outside of California have furnished over 50 per cent of the total re- 
ceipts during the five years 1929-1953. The larger part of these receipts con- 
sists of turkeys which are received in the three months beginning in November. 


Dressed poultry receipts from the Mississippi Valley states have accounted 
for approximately one-fourth of the total receipts at Los Angeles from 1929 through 
1935. Receipts are larger during the last three months of the year than at any 
other period of the year. 


California over the five years 1929-1933 has been occupying a relatively 
less important place as the origin of dressed poultry reeeipts arriving in Los 
Angeles. The three months beginning in November are those of heaviest receipts 
from California. 





TABLE 23 a0; 


Origin of Receipts of Dressed Poultry at Los Angeles, 1929-1933 


(Thousand pounds, i.c. 000 omitted) 


1929 
California Other west-= | Total 
ern states 

















Central 
states 


Month 


Jan. 30. 
Feb. a 
Mar. cain 
fpr. 14 
May -~ 
June -- 
July G 
Aug. S 
Sept. 14 
Oct. = 
Nov. 28 
Dec. 2 

Total 116 


(Table continued on next page) 


Beha 


ee 





Table 23 continued. Sl. 


Origin 


Atlantic Central California Other west- Total 
states states ern states 




















Jane 
Feb. 
Mer. 
iipr ° 
May 
June 
July 
AUEZ 
Sept. 
Ocibe 
Nov. 
Dec. 
Total 





* Dashes indicate no data reported. 


+ 56,922 pounds reported for Missouri in monthly sheet were reported 
for Montana in summary sheet; credited to Missouri in above table. 


NOTE: Since receipts were reported in actual pounds and these were 
converted to the nearest thousand of pounds for this table, totals for years 
may not exactly equal the sum of shipments for various months. 


Source of data: Federal-State Market News Service, San Francisco office. 
Mimeo. reports, Dairy and Poultry Products. 


Appreciable amounts of dressed poultry are shipped out of California during 
some years (table 24). New York takes by far the largest amounts of any market in 


the country. Usually 50 to 60 per cent arrives during the two months of February 
and March. 


Pineau 
Nave 


aN 
Meet 





TABLE 24 


Oe. 


Receipts of Dressed Poultry from California at Three Markets, 1930-1934 


(Pounds) 


ii. At Boson 


= — 1CO 4100 
500 158 


2. At Chicago 









77,945 
137,837 

18,074 
1,799 





































20,015 j402,255 | 456,062 | 88,534 | 6,444 102,568 225,985 | 1,475,948 
120,478 |563,418 | 596,516 | 225,852 = 41,014 21,311 | 1,668,061 
171,641 1379,554 | 625,140 | 57,571 | 109,652 230 ,000 5,479 | 1,706,544 

12,809 1,358 | 238,089 250 | 45,501 = 1,636] 415,920 
123,473 [406,159 | 649,434 | 67,490 | 446,008 


Source of data: U. S- Dept. Agr. Bur. Agr. Econ. Market News Service, at Boston, Chicago, rnd New York offices. 
Mimeo. reports. 


i i 


vs 





53. 


An attempt has been made in table 25 to give an indication of the weekly 
trade output of poultry at Los Angeles during each month,beginning in January, 
1929. During the entire year there is a net movement in or out of storage. The 
net amount into storage has been subtracted from dressed poultry receipts and the 
net out-of-storage amount has been added to receipts in order to obtain the trade 
output. While statistical accuracy cannot bo claimed:for the data in table 25, 
it is believed that it does give some indication at least of relative consumption 
of poultry during different months of the year. In the five years 1929-1933, June 
and July seem to be the months of low consumption. During the following three 
months a slight rise takes place. November and December are the months of high 
trade output, practically 50 per cent of the total trade output occurring during 
these months. January normally shows a larger than normal trade output, while 
that during February is smaller. A rise occurs in March and afterwards a decline 
sets in until the low point is reached. 


TABLE 25 
Average Weekly Trade Output of Dressed Poultry at Los Angeles 


1929-1934 


(Thousand pounds, i.e. 000 omitted) 





Source of data: Computations by author based upon cold storage holdings and 
receipts of poultry at Los Angeles. 


MONE ener oe) 





